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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 230978 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 R 

DRAETED BY EA/J:J H MCNAUGHTON:EH 
APPROVED BY EA/J:A ROMBERG 
DOD/ISA:CDR N SMITH 
S/S-0:RCASTRODALE 

096177 I30406Z/I4 

R 122142Z SEP 78 
PM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

CONPIDENTIAL STATE 230978 

EXDIS 

E.O. 1 1652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PEPR, JA,US 

SUBJECT: INQUIRY CONCERNING FILM OF WAR CRIMES TRIALS 

1 . OUR CHECKING WITH NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND DOD BEARS OUT 
INPORMATION CONVEYED BY WATANABE ON PILMS OP WAR CRIMES 
TRIALS. IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDARD PRACTICE, TRIAL FTLMS, 
UNCLASSIPIED, WERE TURNED OVER TO NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
WHERE ONE OFPICIAL IS SAID TO RECALL PURCHASE OP "ABOUT 
ONE HUNDRED CANS" BY UNIDENTIPIED JAPANESE A PEW YEARS AGO. 

DOD HAS INITIATED CHECK OP ARCHIVES' RECORDS TO SEE WHAT 
WAS BOUGHT, BY WHOM, WHEN. NOT KNOWN IP EXECUTIONS IN- 
CLUDED. IN ANY CASE, ONCE SOLD, DOD NO LONGER HAS PRO- 
PRIETARY INTEREST OVER PILMS AND THEY CAN BE TELEVISED 
ETC. WITHOUT RESTRICTION. CHRISTOPHER 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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